CANAL PROJECT
th

On Wednesday 9 September Ruby class took a stroll along the canal. We saw some
interesting things on our walk: herons fishing, volunteers cleaning the locks and we learnt
some fascinating facts about the history of Stroud’s canals.
The children learned a lot of interesting historical and geographical information. Did you
know that the Stroudwater Canal was completed in 1779? Before many roads were built,
the materials used to build the canal would have been brought using the canal as it was
being built. The only materials that were available at the time were: bricks, stone, wood
and iron.
People pulled boats along the canal first and then animals pulled them such as donkeys
and horses. Stroud was famous for its cloth making and this was transported to places
like London using the canals. Which were known as the 18th century motorways!

GOVERNING BODY UPDATE

25th September 2020
School and Governor
Contact
( 01453 764400)
Parentline Plus Helpline
( 0808 800 2222)
School Nurse Contact
( 0300 421 8959)

Dates for your diary
September
29th

Whole school
individual photos
October

As you'd expect, much of our meeting
covered COVID and the school's response. We've found the children
have adapted well. Curriculum planning is underway,
identifying work that needs to be done to help everyone catch up to
expected levels. Teachers are getting training with
Microsoft Teams to support more
interactive online learning, should there need to be more home learning in the
future. Our thanks to parents who have sometimes had to go to great
lengths to test any children with symptoms; so far we have had no
positive tests.
School drop offs are working relatively well, but we're aware traffic
at pickup time feels unsafe. We are working hard to find a solution
with the local authority. You can help by moving on as soon as you've
picked up or dropped off.
As usual, we also ratified various policies including finance, data protection, conduct, and building development plan - we publish many of
these on our website.
Phil Taylor is standing down as a parent governor & his contributions
will be sadly missed.

13th
&
14th

Parents’ Evenings

23rd

INSET DAY

We have a vacancy for a parent governor at our school.

26th30th

Half Term

Parent governors are elected by and from the parents of children
currently attending our school. They serve a four-year term of
office and bring a very important and valued perspective to the work
of the governing board.

PARENT GOVERNOR ELECTION

SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS
- REMINDER!
Individual school photos
will be taken this Tuesday
28th. Unfortunately, we
will not be able to offer
sibling photos this year.
PTFA CALENDAR
PHOTOGRAPHY
COMPETITION
The deadline is near! We want
to produce a brilliant 2021
calendar to raise funds for the
school, so we need the children
to take photos of what they
like most about Stroud. It
could be anything – nature,
favourite spots, landmarks,
buildings, etc.
Please send your images in the
highest quality (largest file
size) possible via email to
stroudvalleyptfa@gmail.com
Remember to include child’s
first name and age.
Submissions must be in by 30th
September. We can’t wait to
see all your pics!

You might like to look at the information for prospective governors on
the Gloucestershire County Council website:
www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/governors
The governing board has a vital role to play in making sure every child
receives the best possible education. This is achieved by ensuring
that governors have the necessary skills and commitment to
contribute to the effective governance and success of the
school. The particular skills that governing boards need will vary and
will include personal qualities and capabilities, such as the capacity
and willingness to learn and work as part of a team. It is expected
that governors will make use of the various training opportunities
available to them and play a full part in the work of the governing
board.
If you are interested in becoming a governor, or would like to find out
more please let the office know by Friday 2nd October and we will
send you a nomination form (self-nomination is acceptable)
If there are more nominations than vacancies, a ballot will be held
and you will be sent a voting paper.

PARENTS’ EVENING
This year parent/teacher meetings will be conducted by telephone.
Letters have been sent home with your child today—please indicate
your time slot and return by Fri 2nd Oct.

This newsletter and all previous copies can be found on the school website, on the front page and in the information
section.

