Tree in entrance

It has been a turbulent and unpredicted couple of years and at Stroud Valley we wanted to celebrate
being back together as a community by dedicating Book Week to a book that has brought our focus onto
our own, and others’, mental health.
The National Curriculum doesn’t have a focus on the human brain but at Stroud Valley we feel it is vital
for our children to gain an understanding about the complexity of our minds. Children across the school
have been learning together about this complex organ through mindfulness practice, reflection time,
meditation, yoga, expressive arts, and much more.
The school community has been inspired by the heart-warming book, Blue by Britta Teckentrup. This
book is about a bird called Blue who is in a dark, lonely place and has forgotten how to swoop and soar
with his friends. He has forgotten how to sing and rise above the canopy of the bright trees. One day,
another bird arrives (Yellow) who lets Blue know that he is there for him. He waits patiently,
gently encouraging Blue to remember how to feel warmth and kinship; how to swoop, soar and sing.
All children across the school have been immersed into an enrichment week full of activities centered
around the book. Our school reception area will soon have a new values tree with bird boxes containing
your children’s work which we’ll share in future newsletters.
This has been the perfect week to launch, The Studio which is a dedicated room for Art and Design and
Design Technology. All of the children have enjoyed this new space through developing their printing
skills. They have been mono-printing, block-printing and surface printing.
As a school, we decided to not dress up as our favourite book character but to dedicate and raise
awareness of children’s mental health through dressing up as a colour that represents an individual
emotion. We wanted all families to feel equal and that their child could feel part of a community. We’ve
all thoroughly enjoyed this week and as always, we’re proud of your wonderful children.
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Dates for your diary

Following updated guidance from the
Department for Education we can
confirm the following changes to
school procedures:
The legal requirement to self-isolate
has been removed.
Adults and children who test positive
on a PCR or LFD will continue to be
advised to stay at home and avoid
contact with other people for at least
5 full days and then continue to follow
the guidance until they have received
2 negative test results on consecutive
days.

1st

First day of term 4

2nd

Y2 swimming Starts

For staff or children who have any
of the main symptoms, the public
health advice remains unchanged and
is to stay at home and avoid contact
with other people. They should
order a PCR test and are advised to
stay at home while waiting for the
result.

8th

Amethyst Class—
Sleeping Beauty 2pm
in school hall

Please do not come on to the school
site if you are aware that you or your
child are Covid-19 positive.

Parents’ Evenings
April

If parents choose to keep their child
at home if they are positive, we will
continue to send work home for
children to complete.

Last Y2 swimming
lesson

COMIC/SPORTS RELIEF

March

16th &
17th
6th

More Volunteer Class Reps
Needed Now!
We are putting together a
schedule for Friday afternoon
Class Cake Sales starting very
soon. But there are some
classes that still don’t have
volunteers to run them:
SUNSHINE
RAINBOW
AMBER
RUBY
EMERALD
If you are a parent with a child
in any of these classes please
consider getting in touch with
us – it really is the simplest job
description ever and if we can’t
find volunteers, these classes
may miss out on the chance to
raise extra funds directly for
their class.
Email us at
stroudvalleyptfa@gmail.com
or approach any of the PTFA
Committee members at the
gates for a chat. You will be
given all the support you need.
Please help out if you can, so
that we can get this lovely part
of our school life back on
track.

8th

Last day of term 4

25th

First day of term 5

27th

Y3 swimming starts

28th

Y4 Climbing Centre
overnight stay

PARENT GOVERNOR ELECTION

May

We have a vacancy for a parent governor at our school.

2nd

May Day Bank
holiday

16th

Y6 leavers & whole
school class photos

Parent governors are elected by and from the parents of children currently
attending our school. They serve a four-year term of office and bring a
very important and valued perspective to the work of the governing board.

23rd-26th
27th

Y6 Residential
Last day of term 5
June

6th

First day of Term 6

8th

Last Y3 swimming
lesson

15th

Y5/Y6
Non-swimmers start
lessons
July

20th

Last Y5/Y6
swimming lesson

20th

Last day of Term 6

21st

INSET DAY

Please watch this space for
information regarding activities and
fundraising plans for this year’s
Comic/Sports Relief……

You might like to look at the information for prospective governors on the
Gloucestershire County Council website:
www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/governors
The governing board has a vital role to play in making sure every child
receives the best possible education. This is achieved by ensuring that
governors have the necessary skills and commitment to
contribute to the effective governance and success of the school.
The particular skills that governing boards need will vary and will include
personal qualities and capabilities, such as the capacity and willingness to
learn and work as part of a team. It is expected that governors will make
use of the various training opportunities available to them and play a full
part in the work of the governing board.
If you are interested in becoming a governor, or would like to find out more
please let the office know by Monday 14th March and we will send you a
nomination form (self-nomination is acceptable)
If there are more nominations than vacancies, a ballot will be held and you
will be sent a voting paper.

